Oversize/Overweight
Permitting in lowa



Instructor & Document Source

Phou Baccam (lowa DOT)
21 years with IDOT
7 years with Motor Carrier Services
Administrator of Oversize/Overweight Permits

YV VYV VY

» Others: Scott Neubauer, Ping Lu (IDOT)

» lowa Document Source: www.legis.iowa.gov



Potential Agenda ltems

What qualifies for an oversize/overweight permit ?

What are the general permit requirements ?

What are the types of permits (single trip/annuals)?

What are the costs associated with the permits per lowa Code?
Escorting requirements for the permit holder

Role of the IDOT Office of Motor Carrier Services in permitting
Possible Legislative changes

Discussion and questions from the viewing audience
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Vehicle dimensions

The maximum legal dimensions allowed on Iowa roadways.

Length 41-foot single vehicle
45-foot bus
61-foot articulated bus
45-foot motor home and recreational motorsports vehicle

65-foot motor home towing another vehicle, or any vehicle
towing a travel trailer or fifth wheel travel trailer

85-foot combination of two vehicles, one of which is a
recreational motorports vehicle

T0-foot combination of three vehicles other than truck-tractor

97-foot power units saddle mounted and/or full mounted on
other power units. Except for triple saddle mounts,
combinations of four vehicles are not allowed.

53 foot maximum — semitrailer, loaded or empty
57-foot lowboy trailers used exclusively for the transportation

of construction equipment when used in a truck=tractor
semitrailer combination

28 foot 6 inch maximum — trailers or semitrailers when used in
double-bottom combination

65 foot maximum — power units designed to carry cargo when
used in combination with a trailer or semitrailer when used
exclusively for transporting automobiles, boats or recreational
vehicle chassis; 3-foot overhang in front and 4-foot overhang
in rear is allowed in addition to the overall length.

T5-foot stinger steer auto transports

No overall length limits on truck-tractor, semitrailer
combinations.

8 feet 6 inches
13 feet 6 inches

[4-foot auto transporters hauling passenger vehicles, light
delivery trucks, pickup trucks or recreational vehicle chassis
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CHAPTER 321E

VEHICLES OF EXCESSIVE SIZE AND WEIGHT

Referred toin §307.27, §321.423,§321.437,§321.453, §321.454, §321.457, §331.362
321E.1 Definition.

321E.2 Permits by department and local authorities.

321E.3 Permit-issuing authorities.

321E.4 through 321E.6 Reserved.

321E.7 Load limits per axle.

321E.8 Annual permits.

321E.8A Self-propelled implement of husbandry — annual permit.
321E.9 Single-trip permits.

321E.9A Multi-trip permits.

321E.9B Special alternative energy multi-trip permit.
321E.10 Semitrailers and trailers manufactured in lowa.

321E.11 Movement under permit — penalty.
321E.12 Registration must be consistent.
321E.13 Financial responsibility.

321E.14 Fees for permits.

321E.15 Rules made available.

321E.16 Violations — penalties.
321E.17 Serious violations.

321E.18 Overall operations considered.



321E.19 Permit denial, change,
suspension, or revocation.

321E.20 Suspension period.
321E.21 through 321E.23 Repealed by 2013 Acts, ch 49, §27.
321E.24 Warning and lighting devices on oversize loads.

321E.25 Use of highways of interstate system.
321E.26 Reserved.

321E.27 Definition. Transferred to
§321E.1; 2013 Acts, ch 49, §28.

321E.28 Permits for manufactured or mobile homes or factory-built structures. Repealed by 2013
Acts, ch 49, §27.

321E.29 Excess size divisible load permits.

321E.29A Raw milk transporters.

321E.30 Compacted rubbish transporters.

321E.31 Permit for moving certain manufactured or mobile homes. Repealed by 2013 Acts, ch 49, §27.
321E.32 Movement of structures and other loads on dolly axles.

321E.33 Oversize permit agreement. Repealed by 2013 Acts, ch 49,§27.

321E.34 Escort requirements.



321E.1 Definition.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, “depariment” means the
state department of transportation

321E.2 Permits by department and local authorities.

1. The department and local authorities may in their discretion and upon application and

with good cause shown issue permits for the movement of special mobile equipment being
temporarily moved on streets, roads, or highways and for vehicles with indivisible loads

which exceed the maximum dimensions and weights specified in sections 321.452 through
321.466, but not to exceed the limitations imposed in this section and sections 321E.3

through 321E.15 except as provided in section 321E.29.

2. Vehicles permitted to transport indivisible loads may do any of the following:

a. Exceed the width and length limitations specified in sections 321.454 and 321.457 for

the purpose of picking up an indivisible load or returning from delivery of the indivisible

load. Vehicles with retractable body extensions used to support cargo must be reduced to

legal dimensions unless the vehicle is loaded and the extensionis in use.

b. Move indivisible special mobile equipment which does not otherwise exceed the

maximum dimensions and weights specified in sections 321.452 through 321.466 if the

vehicle has an overall width not to exceed nine feet and all other conditions of the vehicle's

permit are met.

3. A permit issued under this chapter shall be in writing or in an electronic format and shall

be carried in the cab of the vehicle for which the permit has been issued. Permits issued under this
chapter and the vehicle for which the permit has been issued shall be open to inspection at all times
by any peace officer or an authorized agent of any permit-issuing authority.



4. When in the judgment of the permit-issuing authority the movement of a vehicle with

an indivisible load or special mobile equipment which exceeds the maximum dimensions
and weights will be unduly hazardous to public safety or will cause undue damage to
infrastructure or other public or private property, the permit shall be denied and the reasons
for denial endorsed on the application. Permits shall designate the days when and routes
upon which loads and special mobile equipment may be moved within a county on other
than primary roads.

5. A permit-issuing authority may allow persons requesting permits under this chapter

to do so in person, through the internet, by facsimile machine, or by telephone, authorizing
payment for the permits to be made upon receipt of an invoice sent to the persons by the

permit-issuing authority.
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321E.3 Permit-issuing authorities.
1. Permits issued under this chapter shall be issued by the authority responsible for the

maintenance of the system of highways or streets. However, the depariment may issue
permits on primary road extensions in cities in conjunction with movements on the rural
primary road system. The department may issue an all-systems permit under section 321E.8
which is valid for movements on all highways or streets under the jurisdiction of either the
state or those local authorities that have indicated to the department in writing, including
by means of electronic communication, those streets or highways for which an all-systems
permit is not valid. The department may issue annual permits pursuant to section 321E.8A
valid only for operation on noninterstate highways in counties stipulated in the permit.

2. At the request of a local authority, the department shall issue permits under this
chapter for highways or streets that are under the jurisdiction of the local authority if the
local authority has indicated to the department in writing, including by means of electronic
communication, those streets or highways for which a permit is not valid.
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321E.7 Load limits per axle.

1. The gross weight on any axle of any vehicle or combination of vehicles traveling under
a permit issued in accordance with this chapter shall not exceed the maximum axle load
prescribed in section 321.463, except for the following:

a. Cranes being temporarily moved on streets, roads, or highways may have a gross
weight of twenty-four thousand pounds on any single axle.

b. (1) Special mobile equipment other than cranes being temporarily moved on streets,
roads, or highways may have a maximum gross weight of thirty-six thousand pounds on any
single axle equipped with flotation pneumatic tires with a minimum size of twenty-six point
five inches by twenty-five inches and a maximum gross weight of twenty thousand pounds
on any single axle equipped with flotation pneumatic tires with a minimum size of eighteen
inches by twenty-five inches.

(2) The department is authorized to adopt rules to permit the use of tire sizes and weights
within the minimum and maximum specifications provided in subparagraph (1), provided
that the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does not exceed one
hundred twenty-six thousand pounds.

(3) A manufacturer of machinery or equipment manufactured or assembled in lowa

may be granted a permit for the movement of such machinery or equipment mounted on
pneumatic tires with axle loads exceeding the maximum axle load prescribed in section

321.463 for distances not to exceed twenty-five miles at a speed not greater than twenty

miles per hour. The movement of such machinery or equipment shall be over a specified

route between the place of assembly or manufacture and a storage area, shipping point,

proving ground, experimental area, weighing station, or another manufacturing plant.

c. Raw milk transporters operating under a permit issued pursuant to section 321E.29A

shall not exceed the axle and gross weights specified in that section. .



b. Compacted rubbish vehicles operating under a permit issued pursuant to section

321E.30 shall not exceed the axle and gross weights specified in that section.

2. The gross weight on any one axle of any vehicle or combination of vehicles traveling

under a permit issued in accordance with this chapter shall not exceed the maximum axle
load prescribed in section 321.463; except that any one axle on a vehicle or combination of
vehicles transporting special mobile equipment shall be allowed a one thousand pound weight
tolerance, provided the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does not
exceed the gross weight allowed by the permit.

3. Special mobile equipment, as defined in section 321.1, subsection 74, is not subject

to the requirements for distance in feet between the extremes of any group of axles or the
extreme axles of the vehicle or combination of vehicles as required by this chapter when
being moved upon the highways if the operator has a permit issued under this chapter.

4. Notwithstanding subsections 1 and 2, a self-propelled implement of husbandry

traveling under a permit issued pursuant to section 321E.8A may exceed the maximum axle
loads prescribed under section 321.463 only when operated on a noninterstate highway in
a county covered under the permit, provided the weight on any one axle does not exceed
twenty-five thousand pounds, and provided the current and valid permit is carried in the
vehicle. However, a vehicle traveling under a permit issued pursuant to section 321E.8A is
not exempt from posted weight limitations on bridges.
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321E.8 Annual permits.

Subject to the discretion and judgment provided for in section 321E.2, annual permits shall
be issued in accordance with the following provisions:

1. Vehicles with indivisible loads, or manufactured or mobile homes including
appurtenances, having an overall width not to exceed sixteen feet zero inches, an overall
length not to exceed one hundred twenty feet zero inches, an overall height not to exceed
fifteen feet five inches, and except for vehicles in compliance with section 321.463, subsection
5, paragraph “c”, subparagraph (1), a total gross weight not to exceed eighty thousand
pounds, may be moved as follows:

a. Vehicles with indivisible loads, or manufactured or mobile homes including
appurtenances, having an overall width not to exceed twelve feet five inches, an overall
length not to exceed one hundred twenty feet zero inches, and an overall height not to
exceed thirteen feet ten inches may be moved for unlimited distances without route approval
from the permit-issuing authority.

b. Vehicles with indivisible loads, or manufactured or mobile homes including
appurtenances, having an overall width not to exceed fourteen feet six inches, an overall
length not to exceed one hundred twenty feet zero inches, and an overall height not to
exceed fifteen feet five inches may be moved on the interstate highway system and primary
highways with more than one lane traveling in each direction for unlimited distances and no
more than fifty miles from the point of origin on all other highways without route approval
from the permit-issuing authority.

14



321E.8A Self-propelled implement of husbandry — annual permit.
1. A self-propelled implement of husbandry equipped with flotation tires that is designed

to be loaded and operated in the field and used exclusively for the application of organic or
inorganic plant food materials, agricultural limestone, or agricultural chemicals, and that, as
newly manufactured, exceeds the axle weight limits under section 321.463 when unloaded,
may be operated on noninterstate highways in a county pursuant to a permit issued by the
department for travel within the county, provided the vehicle does not violate posted weight
limitations on bridges. Prior to issuing a permit, the department shall collect a fee of six
hundred dollars for each county in which the vehicle will be operated during the period of
the permit beginning July 1 and ending June 30, provided that a permit shall not be issued for
a vehicle for operation in more than ten counties and the total amount of fees collected for

a vehicle for the period of the permit shall not exceed three thousand five hundred dollars.
Moneys collected by the department on behalf of the counties in which the vehicle will be
operated shall be allotted equally to those counties and deposited in the secondary road funds
of those counties. A vehicle for which a permit is issued under this section shall be assigned

a permit number that shall be displayed on the door of the vehicle in numbers that contrast
sharply in color with the background on which the number is placed, be readily legible during
daylight hours from a distance of fifty feet when the vehicle is stationary, and be maintained
in a manner that retains the legibility. Only vehicles originally purchased or ordered prior to
February 1, 2007, are eligible for a permit. New permits shall not be issued on or after July

1, 2007; however, a permit issued for a vehicle under this section prior to July 1, 2007, may
be renewed for that vehicle annually upon payment of the appropriate county fees.

2. A vehicle described in subsection 1 shall not be operated on a highway without a permit
Issued under this section. The owner of a vehicle that is operated in violation of section
321E.7, subsection 4, or this section is subject to a civil penalty of ten thousand dollars, in

addition to any other penalties that may apply. -



321E.9 Single-trip permits.

Subject to the discretion and judgment provided for in section 321E.2, single-trip permits,
which may include a round trip to and from a job or delivery site, shall be issued in accordance
with the following provisions:

1. The maximum height, width, length, and weight of vehicles and loads operating under
permits authorized by this section shall be limited to the maximum physical limitations and
clearances of the roadway and infrastructure of the intended route of travel, provided that the
gross weight on any one axle does not exceed the maximum prescribed in section 321.463,
pursuant to rules adopted pursuant to chapter 17A. The permit-issuing authority shall make
the final determination regarding the issuance of a permit and the suitability of the intended
route based upon known roadway clearances and capacities. Permits shall be authorized only
when the movement will not cause undue stress or damage to highway pavement, bridges,
or other highway infrastructure. In addition to the dimension and weight limitations of an
intended route, a permit-issuing authority shall consider the interests of public safety and, at
the discretion of the permit-issuing authority, may deny the issuance of a permit when the
intended movement of any vehicle or load poses a potential risk to the public.

2. Vehicles with indivisible loads may be moved in special or emergency situations,

provided the permit-issuing authority has reviewed the route and has approved the
movement of the vehicle and load. The permit-issuing authority may impose any special
restrictions on movements as deemed necessary or exempt movements from the restrictions
of section 321E.11 by permit under this subsection.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, cranes exceeding the
maximum gross weight on any axle as prescribed in section 321.463 or 321E.7 and used

in the construction of alternative energy facilities may be moved with approval from the

permit-issuing authority.
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321E.9A Multi-trip permits.

Subject to the discretion and judgment provided for in section 321E.2, a multi-trip permit
shall be issued for operation of vehicles, in accordance with the following:

1. Vehicles with indivisible loads having an overall length not to exceed one hundred

twenty feet, an overall width not to exceed sixteen feet, and a height not to exceed fifteen feet
five inches may be moved on highways specified by the permit-issuing authority, provided the
gross weight on any one axle shall not exceed the maximum prescribed in section 321.463
and the total gross weight is not greater than one hundred fifty-six thousand pounds.

2. Vehicles or combinations of vehicles consisting of special mobile equipment not

exceeding the height, length, and width limitations of this section being temporarily

moved on highways with a maximum total gross weight limitation and a single axle weight
limitation in accordance with section 321E.7 may be moved.

3. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A governing the issuance of
permits under this section.

17



321E.9B Special alternative energy multi-trip permit.

Subject to the discretion and judgment provided for in section 321E.2, a multi-trip permit
shall be issued for operation of vehicles in accordance with the following provisions:

1. Vehicles with an indivisible load having an overall length not to exceed two hundred
twenty-five feet, an overall width not to exceed sixteen feet, a height not to exceed sixteen feet,
and a total gross weight not to exceed two hundred fifty-six thousand pounds may be moved
on highways specified by the permit-issuing authority to an alternative energy construction
site or staging area for alternative energy transportation, provided the gross weight on any
one axle shall not exceed twenty thousand pounds.

2. The special alternative energy multi-trip permit shall not exceed twelve months in
duration.

3. The permit-issuing authority shall have discretion to include restrictions and require
special considerations, such as responsibility for protection or repair of the roadway and
bridges, prior to issuance of the permit.

18



321E.10 Semitrailers and trailers manufactured in lowa.

The department or local authorities may upon application issue annual permits for the
movement of semitrailers and trailers manufactured or assembled in this state that exceed
the maximum length specified in section 321.457 and the maximum width specified in
section 321.454. Movement of the semitrailers and trailers shall be solely for the purpose
of delivery or transfer from the point of manufacture or assembly to another point of
manufacture or assembly within the state or to a point outside the state; shall be only on
roadways of twenty-four feet or more in width or on four-lane highways; shall be on the most
direct route necessary for such movement; and shall display the special plates designated
in section 321.57. All semitrailers and trailers under permit for such movement shall not
contain freight or additional load. A vehicle or combination of two or more vehicles inclusive
of front and rear bumpers, including towing units, involved in the movement of semitrailers
and trailers shall not exceed an overall width of ten feet.
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321E.11 Movement under permit — penalty.

1. Movements under permit in accordance with this chapter shall be permitted only

during the hours from thirty minutes prior to sunrise to thirty minutes following sunset unless
the permit-issuing authority determines that the movement can be better accomplished at
another period of time because of traffic volume or other roadway-related conditions or the
vehicle subject to the permit qualifies for nighttime movement as specified in subsection 2.
2. A permitted vehicle which has an overall length not to exceed one hundred feet, an
overall width not to exceed eleven feet, and an overall height not to exceed fourteen feet,
six inches, may operate under permit from thirty minutes following sunset to thirty minutes
prior to sunrise on primary and nonprimary highway system roadways that are at least
twenty-two feet in total width with at least eleven feet of lane width. Vehicles operating
under the provisions of this subsection shall be equipped with operating projecting-load
lighting devices which are in addition to the required vehicle lighting and the signs, flags, and
warning lights required for vehicles operating under permit. Additional safety lighting and

escorts may be required for movement at night as determined by the permit-issuing authority.

3. Except as provided in section 321.457, no movement under permit shall be permitted

on holidays, after 12:00 noon on days preceding holidays and holiday weekends, or special

events when abnormally high traffic volumes can be expected. Such restrictions shall not be
applicable to urban transit systems as defined in section 324A.1.

4. For the purposes of this chapter, “holidays”shall include Memorial Day, Independence

Day, and Labor Day.
5. A person who violates this section commits a simple misdemeanor.
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321E.14 Fees for permits.

1. Permit-issuing authorities may charge the following fees:

a. Fifty dollars for an annual permit issued pursuant to section 321E.8, subsection 1.
b. Four hundred dollars for an annual permit issued pursuant to section 321E.8,
subsection 2.

c¢. Two hundred dollars for a multi-trip permit issued pursuant to section 321E.9A.

d. Six hundred dollars for a special alternative energy multi-trip permit issued pursuant
to section 321E.9B.

e. Thirty-five dollars for a single-trip permit issued pursuant to section 321E.9.

f. Twenty-five dollars for an annual permit for special mobile equipment, as defined in

section 321.1, subsection 74, issued pursuant to section 321E.7, subsection 3, with a combined

gross weight of not more than eighty thousand pounds.

g. Twenty-five dollars for a permit issued pursuant to section 321E.29 or 321E.29A.

h. One hundred dollars for a permit issued pursuant to section 321E.30.

I. One hundred sixty dollars for an annual all-systems permit issued pursuantto section

321E.8, which shall be deposited in the road use tax fund.
2. Fees for the movement of buildings, parts of buildings, or unusual vehicles or loads

may be increased to cover the costs of inspections by the permit-issuing authority.

3. A fee not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars per day or a prorated fraction of that fee

per person and car for escort service may be charged when requested or when required under
this chapter. Proration of escort fees between state and local authorities when more than one
governmental authority provides or is required to provide escort for a movement during the
period of a day shall be determined by rule under section 321E.15.

4. The department and local authorities may charge a permit applicant for the cost of
trimming trees and removal and replacement of natural obstructions or official signs and
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signals or other public or private property required to be removed during the movement of a
vehicle and load.

321E.29 Excess size divisible load permits.

1. Vehicles or a combination of vehicles with divisible loads in excess of the width, length,

or height requirements of chapter 321 may be moved on the highways of this state if the
depariment or permit-issuing authority determines there is a special or emergency situation
which warrants the issuance of a special permit. The combined gross weight or gross weight

on any one axle or group of axles may exceed the limits established in section 321.463, subject
to the limits and routes established by the permit-issuing authority.

2. Annual permits may be issued for vehicles with divisible loads of hay, straw, stover,

or bagged livestock bedding without a finding of special or emergency situations if the

movement meets the requirements of this chapter, provided the following limits are not
exceeded:

a. Overall width not to exceed twelve feet five inches.

b. Overall length not to exceed seventy-five feet.

c. Overall height not to exceed fourteen feet six inches.

d. Total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles not to exceed eighty
thousand pounds.
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321E.32 Movement of structures and other loads on dolly axles.

The movement of structures and other indivisible loads on dolly axles shall be subjectto

the same weight limits that apply to all other indivisible loads. However, when an indivisible
load is moved and the transverse dolly axles under the load have a clear inside spacing of five
feet or more, each axle shall be considered a separate axle in determining the axle weight
limitations provided by law

321E.34 Escort requirements.
1. The operator of an escort vehicle serving as an escort in the movement of vehicles and

loads of excess size and weight under permits required by this chapter shall have a driver's
license as defined in section 321.1 valid for the operation of the escort vehicle.

2. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A for all escortrequirements.
The rules shall include operator requirements; escort vehicle requirements; and length,
height, width, and weight requirements for the load or vehicle being moved under an annual
or single-trip permit or in a special or emergency situation
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321.453 Exceptions.

1. Except as provided in sections 321.463, 321.471, and 321.474, the provisions of this
chapter governing size, weight, and load and the permit requirements of chapter 321E do not
apply to any of the following:

a. Fire apparatus.

b. Road maintenance equipment owned by, under lease to, or used in the performance of

a contract with any state or local authority.

¢. Implements of husbandry when moved or moving upon a highway that is not a portion

of the interstate.

d. Equipment used primarily for construction of permanent conservation practices on
agricultural land when moved or moving upon a highway that is not a portion of the interstate,
so long as the equipmentis without payload and the movement does not violate posted weight
limitations on bridges.

2. A vehicle that is carrying an implement of husbandry or equipment used primarily

for construction of permanent conservation practices and is exempted from the permit
requirements under this section shall be equipped with an amber flashing light visible from
the rear. If the amber flashing light is obstructed by the loaded implement or equipment, the
loaded implement or equipment shall also be equipped with and display an amber flashing
light. The vehicle shall also be equipped with warning flags on that portion of the vehicle
which protrudes into oncoming traffic, and shall only operate from thirty minutes prior to
sunrise to thirty minutes following sunset.
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[Form442052
(01-14)
IOWA GEMERAL PROVISIONS FOR OVERSIZE LOAD PERMIT

The State of lowa, the lowa Department of Transportation and any othar parmit issuing authority assume no responsibility for the property of the permit
halder, During mowement under permit. the permit holder must meet the terms and conditions of the permit and must take all reasonable precautions to
protect and safaguard the lees and property of the traveling public and adjacant property owmers. Acopy of 3 current cartificate of public liability
insyrancs in the amounts of $100,000 bodily injury =ach parsan, £200,000 badily injury =ach occurrence, and 550,000 proparty damage must be

camied in the wehicle for which the permit has been issued. Nothing shall 2xempt the permit holder from compliance with any koad limitations which hawe
bran ormight be established on any bridge orroad thatis posted with embango signs. The permit and any revisions will be woid if the actual weights or
dimansians exceed what is indicated on the permit or its revisions. Permits can be issued only for loads that are a single article that cannot be
zasopaAkly broken down to make it lzgal in size and geizht The, permit must be carried in the cab of the wehicle for which it has been issued and be
Fgillable forinspection.

Maowvement is allowed seven days a week except for designated holidays and for special 2vents when abnormally high traffic counts can be =xpected.
The designated holidays are: Memorial Day, Indzpendence Day. and Labor Day. Mo movement will be allowed on these holidays orafter 12 noon an
days preceding these halidays and holiday weekends which include holidays that fall an Manday. except as provided forin Section 321457 of the
Code.

Any reportable accident inwohing a wehicle operating under permit must be reported in writing to the Director of the Office of Vehiclke & Maotar Carrier
Send PO R 1382, 1i SN305-0347

Escort Requirements - Escorts must be at least 18 years old, possess avalid Class &, B, € or D driver’s hicense, and carry proof of public liability
nsyrance. in the amounts of 5100,000,5200,000,550,000. The escort wehicle must be approximate ly the size of 3 normal passenger automobile or
pickyp and must have an amber revolding light. The light must be atleast 77 high and 77 in diameter, with at least a 100-candlepower lamp providing
36802 warning {or a strobe light). and be mounted on top of the escort wehicle which must be burning while 2scorting a permit load. &n 13" square red
flaz must be on 2ach comer of the front bumper of the wehicle.

— M rear escort is required when wehicle length exceads 120 faet.

— A rear mscort is required whan the width of the wehicle and load is ower 16 feat § inchas and travelis on 4 lane roadways.

— A rear mscort or an amber light or strobe light on the power unit and an the rear extremity of the wahicle ar load when width excesads ane-half the
gadyemy, up to and including 18 fe=t 8 inches and travelis on 4 lane roadways.

— A front escortiis required when: Width is up to and including 14 feet & inches and exceeds one-half the roadway and travel is on 2 lane roadways

with lane width less than 12 feet OR Width is up to and including 14 feet § inches and exceeds one-half the roadway and travel is on 2 lane

gadeEys. with lane width 12 feet or more without sufficiznt shoulders OR Width is ower 14 feet §inches and travelis on 2 lane roadways.

— A front escart- or an amber light or strobe fight on the power unit and an the rear extremity of the wehicle or load, when width is up to and including
14 feet G inches and exceeds one-half the roadway and travel is on 2 lane roadways with lane width 12 fzet or more with sufficient shoulders.

— A front escart with mounted haight pole is required when heizht excaeds 14 feat § inches up to and including 20 fest. An escort but no height pole is
r=gquired after 20 fest.

Lizhting Requirements - An amber rewvalving fight atbeast 7 inch high and 7 inch in diameter with at least 2 100-candbepower lamp providing 360

degree warmning {or strobe light] visible from front and rear, mountad on the towing unit is required when: Langth axceads 85 faet up to and including
120 feet OR Front-znd projection exceeds 25 feet OR Rear-end projection exceeds 10 fz=t OR Weight exceeds 80,000 pounds. An escortcan be used
inieu of amber ght.

Signs and Flags - Signs and flags are required when a wehicle and load exceeds 75 feetin length, 8 feet § inches in width, and/or 14 feet 4 inchesin
bheight. In addition flags are required when the wehicle rear projection exceeads 4 feet. A sign reading " Owversize Load™ must be at least 18 inches high by
7 feetlongwith a minimum of 12 inch black letters with 21-1,/2 inch stroke. on a yellow background, and mounted on the front bumperand on the rear
gf the load. Arear sign for mobile homes must bz mounted at least 7 fee=t above the highway surface, measuring from the bottom of the sign. Flags
must be red or orange fluorescent and at beast 18 inches square must be mounted as follows: one flag at =ach front corner of the towing uwnit and one
flaz at =ach rear corner of the load. In addition. there must be 3 flag at any additional protrusion in the width of the load. The signs orwaming devices
must be mounted so thay can be ramowved ar covered when tha wehicle is withi

lazal dimensions.

of sufficient shoyld Agravalor paeed s : AL f 5 famt b he ade= of tha ro
Requirements for Continuous Mowes - Vehicles and loads may travel by permit between 1/2 hour after sunset and 172 hour before sunriseif. in
additipn. to the general provisions and general requirements specified by the permit, the following conditions are met.

a. Dimensions shall not exczed:

{1} Width. 11 feet,

|2] Height. 18 4exs S inchas,

{3} Length. 100 fert,

4] Weight. Permitted axbe fimits.

b. Travel must be on roadways with @ minimum width of 22 feet and minimum lane width of 11 fast.

<. Safety ighting shall ba provided at the widest part of 2 load. The lamps may be placad at the cutar ands of the koad itself or on appurtenances
which are aqualin width to the widest part of the koad and positionad at both axtrame frontand rear of the vehicle or trailer as follows:

{1} One lighted red lamp on 2ach side at the rear of the load.

{2] One lighted yellow or amber lamp on =ach side at the frontof the kad.
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IOWA Code supercedes the rules of Chapter 511

IAC 5/30/12 Transportation[761] Ch51l,pl

CHAPTER 511
SPECIAL PEEMITS FOR OPERATION AND MOVEMENT OF

VEHICLES AND LOADS OF EXCESS SIZE AND WEIGHT
[Appsared a5 Ch 2. Highweary Commrizsicn, 1973 IDF: ameaded iz Fuby 1974 amd Tomeary amd Tuly 1975 Sepplamanss]
[Previcusky mumbered 22 (07.5) Ch 12, mnsdamed at the maquest of the deparmmant on 10°571)
[Pricr % 6387, Tramsporation Deperment B3} —17F) 02 2]

761—£11.1(321E) Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

"Department” means the lowa department of transportation.

"Diimensions ” or “rize” means length, width or herght limnts.

“Chverdimenzional " or “eversize” means the exceedmg of statutory length, width or height limats.

“"Permit” means a permit i1ssued under Iowa Code chapter 321E for the movement of an
overdimensional or overweight velicle, combination of vehicles, or vehicle with load. The term
meludes any additions or supplements thereto 13sued by the permt-issming authonty.

"Permir-izsuing authorify " means the:

1. Dwepartment’s office of motor cammier services for permats for movement on the primary system_

2. Authomnty responsible for the maintenance of a nonprimary system of highways or streats for
permuats for movement on that system. However, the office of motor carmer services may 13sue single-tnp
permits on primary road extensions in cifies in conjuncton with mevement on the rural primary road
system.

"Primary roads " or “primary road syvztem” 15 defined m Iowa Code section 306.3. The primary

road system includes the interstate road system.
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£11.15(3) Regquirements for sscores, flags, signs and lights. The following chart explamms the
mimmum escort and warmng devices required for vehicles operating under permut.

MMinimum Warning Devices and Escort Requirements
For Vehicles Operating Under Permuit

41laze Llame

Length

751" mp o and inclading BY < not requined not Tegaized Dot Teqaed
Croar 85 wp to and inclading, 1207 < < not Tegaized Dot Teqaed

Croar 1207 < not requined R ma

Projecdons

Fromt- over 25 N0t TeqeTed o not TeqeTed not Tadqeiad

Foar: ower ' up o and inchnding 107 g only oot requined not mequired Dot Tedquined

Fgar: ovar 107 Eags by y oot Tegared not Tegqained
Height

Croar 144 =p to and inclading 207 < not requited | Sentwitha beighrpole | Sont with 2 height pole
Weighe

Croar 20,000 e Dot TegeiTeed < not Tegaized Dot Teqaed

Tidd Lang Width | Lane Width

Lans them 12 | 12" and mom

Crar 8 wp to hallf the roaduary ) Dot requined not Tegqered notrequired | motT
Cnar kalf the roadway. 1 o ad

inchading 146"

witde s fickenr shosdkders ) not requited mar * Sronot Frmt *
winAamar sulficien slhoulliers ) ot reduited rear T Sont from
Cher 14'F p to and inchuding 1 §°6” - not requited rear T Sronot fromt
Chr 16'S wap to and inchading 157 ) not requited e front fromt

*In ben of 2n esooet, @ camier can display am amber Light or sirobe Eght on the power wmit and on the rear extremity of the vehicis or load.
o Bagiired



(JIOWADOT

www.iowadot.gov,/ mud /motorcarriers,/ default.htm

I@WA TRUGEK

INFORMATION GUIDE
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Primary Highway System
Maximum weights for vehicles on the Interstate Highway System,
and noninterstate federal and state highways

Table 3
Distance in MNumber of consecutive axles —l
feet between |
axle centers Two axles Three axles Four axles Five axles  Six axles Seven axles
4 34,000 34,000
5 34,000 34,000 .
6 34,000 34000 c}iﬁm%ﬁﬁfl
7 34,000 34,000 CMWVs with six or
s 34,000 34,000 E'ﬂ mﬁmmg
B 38,000 42,000 ! r
g 39,000 42,500 highways may also
1 40,000 43,500 48,500
11 40,000 44,000 49,500
12 40,000 45,000 S0, 000
13 40,000 45,500 50,500 56,000
14 40,000 46,500 51,500 57,000
15 40,000 47,000 52,000 57,500
1 40,000 48,000 52,500 54,000
17 40,000 48,500 33,500 58,500 64,000
18 40,000 49,500 54,000 59,000 65,000
149 40,000 Si, 000 54,500 0,000 65,500
20 40,000 51,000 33,500 60,500 i, 00 71,500
21 40,000 51,500 56,000 1,000 66,500 72,500
22 40,000 52,500 56,500 61,500 67,000 73,000
23 40,000 53, 57,500 62,500 68,000 73,500
24 40,000 54,000 38,000 63,000 68,500 74,000
25 40,000 54,500 58,500 73,500 5,000 74,500
26 40,000 53,500 55,500 64,000 6% 500 75,000
27 40,000 S, 000 6,000 65,000 Tib, 00 T, 000
k3 40,000 57,000 6,500 63,500 71,000 T, 500
29 40,000 57,500 61,500 6, (000 71,500 77,000
30 40,000 58,500 62,000 66,500 72,000 77,500
3l 40,000 55,000 62,500 67,500 72,500 78,000
32 40,000 i, 00 63,500 68,000 73,000 T8, 500
33 40,000 6,000 64,000 68,500 74,000 T4, 500
34 40,000 6,000 64,500 6% 500 74,500 H0,000
35 40,000 6,000 65,500 T, 000 75,000 H0,000
36 40,000 i, 00 68,000 70,500 75,500 H0,000
37 40,000 6,000 68,000 71,000 T, 000 H0,000
38 40,000 6,000 68,000 72,000 77,000 H0,000
39 40,000 6,000 68,000 72,500 77,500 H0,000
40 40,000 i, 00 68,500 73,000 74,000 H0,000
41 40,000 000 65,500 73,500 T4, 500 H0,000
42 40,000 6,00 Tib, (W00 74,000 T 000 H0,000
43 40,000 6,000 Tib, 500 75,000 A, 000 H0,000
44 40,000 60,000 71,500 75,500 Hi,000 H0,000
45 40,000 i, 00 72,000 T, 000 S0, 000 H0,000
46 40,000 6,000 72,500 76,500 Hib, 000 H0,000
47 40,000 6,000 73,500 77,500 A, 000 H0,000
48 40,000 6,000 74,000 78,000 B, 000 H0,000
49 40,000 i, 00 74,500 78,500 S0, 000 H0,000
A0 40,000 6,000 75,500 79,000 Hib, 000 H0,000
51 40,000 6,000 T, 000 H0,000 Hib, 000 H0,000
52 40,000 6,000 76,500 H0,000 Hi,000 H0,000
53 40,000 i, 00 77,500 S00,000 Hi,000 H0,000
54 40,000 i 000 T4, 000 R0, 000 Hib 00 #0000
55 40,000 6,000 74,500 H0,000 Hib, 000 H0,000
36 40,000 6,00 75,500 H0,000 B, 000 H0,000

57 40,000 6,000 B, 000 HO,000 B, 000 H0,000



Agricultural operations

Implements of husbandry
An implement of husbandry 15 a vehicle or special mobile equipment designed
or reconstructed for agricultural purposes and used exclusively in an agricultural
operation. Implements of husbandry may be self-propelled or towed vehicles.
Motor trucks, truck-tractors, pickups, farm trailers, and sermitrailers are not
implements of husbandry, except for some self-propelled ag-lime and fertilizer
spreaders and semitrailers that are reconstructed and used exclusively for
agricultural purposes. The vehicles on the following hst are considered to be
implements of husbandry. This hist should not be considered to exclude other
vehicles that may also meet the definition.

* Combines

* Farm tractors, wheeled or tracked

* Fertilizer and chemical apphicators

* Fence-line feeders

* (irain carts

* Cravity-flow grain wagons

* Tank wagons

Maximum speed for implements of husbandry

All self-propelled implements of husbandry must be operated on public
highways at speeds 35 mph or less. Failure to operate at 35 mph or less will
result in the loss of all implement of husbandry exemptions and may lead to
significant penalties. Towed implements of hushandry are not restricted to 35
mph, but must be operated safely at or below posted speed limits and must
comply with any speed ratings or restrictions on the implement tires, 1f so
marked.

Slow-moving vehicle signs

Every farm tractor, farm tractor towing equipment, selt-propelled implement,
or special mobile equipment operated on the highway at speeds 35 mph or less
must be equipped and properly display a reflective slow-moving vehicle sign
that meets the American Society of Agricultural Engineers standards. The sign
must be visible to the rear of the implement or combination at all times, day or
might. When towed implements of husbandry are operated at speeds greater than
35 mph, the sign must be removed or hidden from view.

Implements on roadways
All vehieles operating on public roadways, including implements of hushandry
regardless of width, must yield one-halt of the roadway to other trathe.
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WEIGHT
LIMIT
| 22 TON

Driven implements on bridges

When a bridge has a posted weight limait, that
welght limit applies to all velieles or
combinations, including implements of husbandry
bemng driven on or attempting to drive on a bridge.

The weight limit on the bridge applies to the gross
weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles,
not just that portion of the vehicle or combination
that 15 positioned on the structure while crossing.

Simply stated, all veleles, ineluding driven and

towed implements of husbandry must comply
with posted bridge weight limits.

Implements of husbandry transported on hauling units that are being taken for
repar are not regquired to comply with posted brnidge weight limits.

Implements and roadway embargoes

The state, counties and cities are authorized to embargo public highways

as needed to protect the roadway from excessive damage due to seasonal

or chimatic changes. Weight embargoes must be posted and signed by the
government agency with jurisdiction over the roadway. Driven implements of
husbandry and implements transported on hauling umits taken for repair are
excepted from roadway weight embargoes.

Roadway and bridge summary chart

A chart summarizing when different types of vehicles, including implements
of husbandry, can legally operate on embargoed roadways and weight limited
bridges 15 located in the vehicle weight section of this book.

Farm Safety Initiative

For information on agricultural operations and commercial vehicle laws,
visit the lowa DIOT's Farm Safety Initiative website: www.iowadot.gov/
farmersafety.
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A

Milk Products (Section 1409)

+ The FAST Act amends 23 U.S.C. 127(a) to establish that
a vehicle carrying fluid milk products shall be considered
a load that cannot be easily dismantled or d ivided (non-
divisible). States may, therefore, issue permits for such
vehicles, in accordance with State law, to exceed the
gross weight limit of 80,000 pounds or the maximum
weight allowed by the Federal Bridge Formula. [23
U.S.C. 127(a)(13)]
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DIVISION IV

OVERSIZE AND OVERWEIGHT MOTOR VEHICLES

Sec. 35. Section 321E.7, subsection 1, Code 2016, is amended
by adding the following new paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. e. Vehicles operating under a permit issued
pursuant to section 321E.8, 321E.9, or 321E.9A may have a gross
weight nat to exceed forty-six thousand pounds on a single
tandem axle of the truck tractor and a gross weight not to
exceed forty-six thousand pounds on a single tandem axle of the
trailer or semitrailer If each axle of each tandem group has at
least four tires,
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Questions ?



