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Part 8
Traffic Control for Railroad and Light Rail 

Transit Grade Crossings

• Parts 8 & 10 combined

– Chapter 8A – General
– Chapter 8B – Signs and Markings
– Chapter 8C – Flashing Light Signals, 

Gates, and Traffic Control Signals
– Chapter 8D – Pathway Grade Crossings
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2009 Revisions 
Traffic Control for 
Railroad and LRT         
Grade Crossings
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Combination of Parts 8 & 10

• Reduces redundancy and cross-
references

• “Grade crossing” is a new generic 
term

• Chapter 8C (Illumination) becomes 
Section 8A.06
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Section 8A.07:
Quiet zone treatments

(NEW SECTION)
• Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR 

Part 222) prescribes quiet zone 
requirements and treatments

• Traffic control devices used as part 
of a quiet zone shall comply with the 
MUTCD
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Section 8B.03 Grade Crossing 
(Crossbuck) Sign

• Retro-reflective Strip on sign back

• Compliance Date January 17, 2011
(2000 MUTCD)

May be extended to December 31, 2019 
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Section 8B.04: YIELD or STOP signs required
at passive highway-rail grade crossings 

Dec. 31, 2019 compliance (NO CHANGE)
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Section 8B.18: Substantial 
revisions to the Emergency 
Notification sign provisions

I-13
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Section 
8B.21:

New sign to 
warn of 

quiet zone 
locations

W10-9
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Stop lines 
shall be 
used on 
paved 

roadways at 
crossings 
controlled 
by active 
devices

(Section 8B.28)
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Stripes on 
gate arms 
shall be 
vertical

(Section 8C.04)
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Section 8C.12:
Grade crossings within or in close 
proximity to circular intersections

• Engineering study required to evaluate 
potential queuing (Dec. 31, 2014 
compliance date for study)

• If queues impact crossing, provisions 
shall be made to clear highway traffic 
from the crossing before train arrivals
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New Chapter 8D:
Pathway Grade Crossings
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Chapter 8D
• Section 8D.01 – Purpose
• Section 8D.02 – Use of Standard Devices, 

Systems, and Practices
• Section 8D.03 – Pathway Grade Crossing 

Signs and Markings
• Section 8D.04 – Stop lines, Edge Lines, and 

Detectable Warnings
• Section 8D.05 – Passive Devices for Pathway 

Grade Crossings
• Section 8D.06 – Active Traffic Control 

Systems for Pathway Grade Crossings
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QUESTIONS or COMMENTS??


