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2009 MUTCD CONTENT
 Introduction

 Part 1 – General

 Part 2 – Signs

 Part 3 – Markings

P t 4 Hi h T ffi Si l Part 4 - Highway Traffic Signals

 Part 5 – Traffic Control Devices for Low 
Volume Roads
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MUTCD CONTENT (Cont.)
 Part 6 – Temporary Traffic Controlp y

 Part 7 – Traffic Control for School 
Areas

 Part 8 – Traffic Control for Railroad and 
Light Rail Transit Grade CrossingsLight Rail Transit Grade Crossings

 Part 9 – Traffic Control for Bicycle 
Facilities

GLOBAL REVISIONS 
(Sample)



3

Paragraphs are 
numbered!

Guidance 
statements are 
italicized

Metric Values have been Removed 
from the Text, Figures, and Fables

 Only English Units are Used in the Text Tables Only English Units are Used in the Text, Tables, 
and Figures

New Appendix 
A2 includes the 
equivalent 
metric values formetric values for 
all English units 
used in the 2009 
MUTCD
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CONTENT
 Definition of a Traffic Control Device (TCD) & 

MUTCD Applicationpp

 Discussion of Legislative Authority 

 Reference to the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC)

 Evolution of the MUTCD

 Reference to Definitions (in Part 1)Reference to Definitions (in Part 1) 

 Compliance Standards
 State MUTCD/Supplements in Substantial Conformance (2 Yrs)
 New/Replacements/Reconstructed Devices Shall be Compliant
 Otherwise Upgrade as Needed or Per Compliance Dates
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MUTCD OVERVIEW
 TCDs : Signs, Signals, Markings, and 

Other Devices used to Regular, Warn, or g , ,
Guide Traffic 

 MUTCD Contains all National Design, 
Application, and Placement Standards, 
Guidance, Options and Support 
Provisions for TCDsProvisions for TCDs.  

 MUTCD Purpose is to Provide Uniformity 
of TCDs to Promote Safety and 
Efficiency

MUTCD OVERVIEW (Cont.)
 Federal Regulations (Title 23) – MUTCD Applies to 

all TCDs installed on Any Street Highwayall TCDs installed on Any Street, Highway, 
Pedestrian Facility, Bikeway or Private Road Open 
to Public Travel

 IAC Chapter 130.  2009 MUTCD…Shall Constitute 
the Manual and Specifications for  a Uniform 
System of TCDs for use Upon the Highways of this 
State. 
 Several Iowa Exceptions

 Rule Intended to Implement Iowa Code Sections 
321.249 and 321.252

 Effective 3/16/11
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SIGNING EVOLUTION

1920s

1930s

Gene Hawkins
Texas A&M University

1940s

Early 1950s 

1960s
Today

MUTCD EVOLUTION
There have been 10 editions of the MUTCD

19351935 19421942 19481948 19611961 19711971 19781978 19881988 20002000 20032003 20092009

Gene Hawkins
Texas A&M University
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE 2009 MUTCD
 Notice of Proposed Amendments (NPA) 
Published in the Federal Register on 
January 2, 2008

 Deadline for Comments to Docket was 
July 31, 2008

 Received 1,840 Individual Letters with ,
over 15,000 Comments

 Final Rule Published in the Federal 
Register on December 16, 2009.  

How Does the 2009 MUTCD Final Rule Relate 
to the December 21, 2007 Final Rule on 
Maintaining Sign Retroreflectivity?

 Sign Retroreflectivity Rule Modified the 
2003 MUTCD as Revision 2 of that Edition, 
and Became Effective on January 22, 2008

 The Final Rule for the 2009 MUTCD 
Incorporates the Sign Retroreflectivity 
Material that is Already in Effect
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INTRODUCTION 
REVISIONSREVISIONS

COMPLIANCE DATES*
 New Installations, Replacements, Rebuilds – Must 

Comply Immediately (Page I-3) 

 New Table I-2 (Page I-4) with Specific Compliance 
Dates to Retrofit or Replace Existing Devices to Meet
11 of the New Standards in the 2009 MUTCD

Previously-
established 
dates

New 
compliance 
Date              
in 2009 
edition
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MUTCD APPLICATION: Private Roads 
That are “Open to Public Travel”*

Includes - Toll roads and roads within shopping centers, 
airports, sports arenas, theme parks, and similar 
business or recreation facilities that are privately owned, 
but the public is allowed to travel without access 
restrictions (Page I-1, and Section 1A.13, Page 18)

NOT APPLICABLE:  Parking Areas 
and their Driving Aisles



10

MUTCD
PART 1 GENERALPART 1 ‐ GENERAL 

CONTENT
 Purpose & Principles of TCDs

Di i f D i Pl t O ti Discussion of Design, Placement, Operation, 
Uniformity, & Maintenance of TCDs 

 Responsibility for & Authority to Place TCDs

 Engineering Judgment & Engineering Study

 Experimental ProceduresExperimental Procedures

 Relationship to & List of Other Related 
Documents

 Color Codes and Definitions
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TCD PURPOSE & PRINCIPLES
 Purpose – Promote Safety & Efficiency through 

Orderly MovementOrderly Movement
 Notify Users of Regulations

 Provide Warning & Guidance

 Shall not Bear Any Advertising Message or any Other 
Message that is not Related to Traffic Control

 Requirements to be Effective
 Fulfill a Need Fulfill a Need

 Command Attention

 Convey a Clear, Simple Meaning

 Command Respect

 Give Adequate Time for Proper Response

TCD RESPONSIBILITY AND 
AUTHORITY TO PLACE
 Responsibility for Design, Placement, 

O ti M i t d U if itOperation, Maintenance and Uniformity 
of TCDs Shall Rest with the Public 
Agency or the Official having 
Jurisdiction…

 TCDs, Advertisements, Announcements, 
and Other Signs or Messages within the 
Highway Right-of-Way Shall be Placed 
Only as Authorized by a Public Authority 
or the Official Having Jurisdiction…
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TEXT HEADINGS DEFINED*
 Standard— Required, Mandatory, or Specifically Prohibitive 

Practice.  Text Appears in Bold Type. The Verb “Shall” is Typically 
Used. [National:  Shall not be Modified or Compromised based on 
Engineering Judgment or Engineering Study.]

 Guidance—Recommended, but not Mandatory, Practice in Typical 
Situations, with Deviations Allowed if Engineering Judgment or 
Engineering Study indicates the Deviation to be Appropriate. Text 
Appears in Unbold Type. The Verb “Should” is Typically Used. 

 Option –Practice that is a Permissive Condition and Carries no 
R i t R d ti S ti t i All blRequirement or Recommendation. Sometimes contain Allowable 
Modifications to a Standard or Guidance Statement.  Text appears 
in Unbold Type. The Verb “May” is typically Used. 

 Support—Informational Statement that Does Not Convey any 
Degree of Mandate, Recommendation, Authorization, Prohibition, 
or Enforceable Condition. Text appears in Unbold type.

TWO OTHER KEY TERMS*
 Engineering Judgment:  The Evaluation of Available Pertinent 

Information, and the Application of Appropriate Principles, 
Provisions, and Practices as contained in this Manual and other ,
Sources, for the Purpose of deciding upon the Applicability, 
Design, Operation, or Installation of a TCD. Engineering Judgment 
shall be Exercised by an Engineer, or by an Individual Working 
under the Supervision of an Engineer, Through the Application of 
Procedures and Criteria Established by the Engineer. 
Documentation of Engineering Judgment is not Required.

 Engineering Study:  The Comprehensive Analysis and Evaluation 
of Available Pertinent Information and the Application ofof Available Pertinent Information, and the Application of 
Appropriate Principles, Provisions, and Practices as contained in 
this Manual and other Sources, for the purpose of Deciding upon 
the Applicability, Design, Operation, or Installation of a TCD.  An 
Engineering Study shall be Performed by an Engineer, or by an 
Individual Working under the Supervision of an Engineer, through 
the Application of Procedures and Criteria Established by the 
Engineer. An Engineering study Shall be Documented.
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PART 1 – GENERAL 
REVISIONSREVISIONS

Section 1A.08 – Certain Signs and Other 
Devices are not Considered to be Traffic 
Control Devices 
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Section 1A.12 – New Purple Color for 
Lanes Restricted to only Vehicles with 
Registered “Electronic Toll Collection 
Accounts”Accounts

Section 1A.13 – Definitions

 All definitions now appear in Part 1 
(Section 1A.13) and not in other 
Parts

 Approximately 70 new definitions 
have been added

 Approximately 35 existing 
definitions have been revised
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Section 1A.13 – Meanings of Text Headings 
(Standard, Guidance, Option, Support) 
Relocated and Clarified

 Relocated from MUTCD Introduction
 Standard Statements Shall not be Modified or 

Compromised Based on Engineering 
Judgment or Engineering Study

Meanings of Approximately 40 
Acronyms and Abbreviations Now 
Listed in a New Section 1A.14Listed in a New Section 1A.14 
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Section 1A.15 – Abbreviations on Traffic 
Control Devices
 Additions, Deletions

U P t bl Use on Portable 
Changeable Message 
Signs vs. Use on 
Fixed Message Signs 
and Large Permanent 
CMSs

P t ti Punctuation or 
Characters Other than 
Letters or Numerals 
Should not be Used 
on Any Signs

NO
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CONCLUSIONS
 MUTCD includes Standard, Guidance, 

Option, and Support Statements Related p , pp
to TCDs

 MUTCD Generally Applies to Street, 
Highway, Pedestrian Facility, Bikeway or 
Private Road Open to Public Travel

 Proper Application of TCDs is Important

 Compliance Dates, Definitions, and 
Abbreviations are Clearer

QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?


