Questions and Answers
Oversize/Overweight Permitting Webinar (May 17, 2016)

Questions on details — call lowa LTAP (515-294-8817) and we can contact the speakers to provide
answers.

1. We have always obtained annual permits for the county equipment. Is this necessary? Are we
exempt completely from the permit requirement?

Exempt while snow plowing, see attached IDOT Memo (after the questions)

2. Isthere any provision to recover costs for bridge rating related to a permit request?

Yes, Chapter 511.5(8)

3. Does a trailer have to be a licensed? | always thought they did but others are saying no.

Yes, only exceptions would be farm trailers as explained on page 68 of the lowa truck Guide

4. s asignature required for any permit? Single trip, OS/OW, 0OS?

Not on our state permit, but it still shows who at the lowa DOT issued the permit. Enforcement officers
would question a permit that didn’t have some indication that the county had approved it. A standard

form used by all counties and cities would be beneficial (in the works). See Question 18.

5. Your charts for law enforcement show for 2 axles the max. allowable is 34,000 Ibs. So what is this
46,000 Ib allotment. This is for permitted loads.

One for the tractor and one for the trailer.
6. Isthere a time constraint on how long it takes to issue a permit once it is received?

The state usually process the permit within four hours. Some will take longer depending on the
dimensions and size of load.

7. ls any documentation required by the carrier showing the load is to be used for conservation
practices under 321.453 d.?

Law Enforcement will determine when they check.
8. Do you require routing for O/S O/W permit

Yes. unless you have an annual. (self- routing)



9. Can oversize now go to 46k for tandem?

Yes. New legislation will take effective July 1, 2016. One for the tractor and one for the trailer
10. If a hauler wants to get their axle weights who can they contact?

Use a certified scale to check axle weights or possibly ask Motor Vehicle Enforcement

11. Why then is the carrier enforcement chart show 34000 Ibs and not 40,000 Ibs. In surrounding
states, a tandem axle is 34,0004, and triples are shown as 42,000#. To me this is confusing.

One if for legal load and the other is for permitted load.
12. Any special concerns of City issued permits?

Must follow the rules & regulations of the lowa Code
13. So now what is "legal" posting? 46 +46 or 92k?

The 46k tandem is a permit load. No posting is necessary for permit loads. The legal load limit is still 34K
on a tandem and 42k on a triple.

14. Comment: | wish you had a webinar strictly on axle weights, spacing, etc. This particular item is
extremely confusing to me. Second that.

Will put something together for the winter county engineer meeting.

15. As a City, is a permit required for each vehicle, or is a single permit that authorizes all vehicles that
have State permits acceptable?

Each vehicle needs a permit

16. Isn't it the responsibility of the carrier to know what is required of them for permits, weights and
escorting?

Yes but you still need this info to know that you are not permitting an illegal load or crossing unsafe
bridges

17. Each tractor needs to have a Registered Weight greater than the load + vehicle weight, correct?
If hauling for hire, yes

18. If a signature from the Engineer isn't required on the permit for approval what prevents one from
just writing out their permit and not paying for it or having our office even know about it?

Enforcement officers would question a permit that didn’t have some indication that the county had
approved it. A standard form used by all counties and cities would be beneficial (in the works).



19. If an approved permit accidentally routes the OW load across a posted bridge, and the bridge fails,
who is responsible for the costs of the failure?

Whoever approved the permit would be responsible
20. If there is a closure of a state highway and law enforcement detours traffic onto a county highway,
does the permit on the state route automatically go onto the detour route or are they required to sit

until the site is cleared?

If there is an emergency detour, they would require to contact our office if they wanted to be rerouted,
otherwise they would have to wait.

21. Do you have more information on SME vehicles?

See page 37 of the lowa Truck Guide

22. On an annual permit, will a note that says the permit permit not valid when crossing a rated or
posted bridge and must contact County Engineer if planning on crossing. s this sufficient to protect
the county?

It wouldn’t hurt. I'd ask the county attorney to give you advise on the language.

23. In the future will there be a way for a County to use the DOT online permitting for Co. permits?-

Working on this.

24. Can you explain the bridge permit?

Its is a permit for sme vehicles that exceeds the weight charts and is not overdimensional or over 80K.
We issue a permit giving them 20k per axle.

25. Instead of marking or writing all the requirements on permits for the county, is it acceptable to write
"All lowa General Provisions for Oversize Loads" apply?

Yes and provide a copy of General Provisions with each permit

26. Comment: | am looking at state permit right now. it lists registered weight 80,000 and gross weight
134,500 (permit #320968)

May be hauling its own equipment and not hauling for hire
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