Speed Management Toolbox for Rural, Urban,
and Suburban Facilities

Countermeasures for Speed Management at Tangent Sections/Transition Areas

GATEWAY SIGNS

A community gateway sign is an aesthetic sign placed at the entrance to a community
that announces to motorists that they are entering a community (Figure 1). The gateway
sign alerts drivers that the environment around the roadway is changing and
encourages drivers to lower their speeds and increase their attention.

Image source: Institute for Transportation

Figure 1. Gateway sign

A community gateway signs are particularly useful at the entrances to small rural
communities, since drivers along the major roads leading into these communities have
been traveling at higher speeds for some distance and may need visual delineation
between the rural road landscape and the upcoming community.

Considerations for implementation
Gateway signs are placed at the side of the roadway. Since they are located away from

the traveled road surface, they do not pose challenges for any road user and can be
used along any type of roadway, as summarized in Tables 1 and 2.
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Table 1. Implementation considerations for different road users
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Table 2. Implementation considerations for different roadway types

Roadway Type Considerations
Urban Appropriate for most situations
Suburban collector Appropriate for most situations
Suburban arterial Appropriate for most situations
School zone Appropriate for most situations
High to low speed transition Appropriate for most situations
Rural high-speed arterial Appropriate for most situations
Rural curve Appropriate for most situations
Rural village Appropriate for most situations
Rural unpaved Appropriate for most situations
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Gateway signs are often used for community theming and aesthetics. WWhen their
primary purpose is speed management, they should be placed at the location where a
reduction in speed is desired, close to the boundary of the community.

Community gateway signs are generally placed to the right of the roadway, although
some are so large that they span the roadway. Since most gateway signs are larger
fixed objects, their placement should ensure that an appropriate clear zone is
maintained.

A gateway sign should be large enough to attract the attention of drivers, and the design
should clearly communicate the message that the character of the roadway is changing.

Effectiveness
Crash Reduction

No lowa DOT planning-level guidance or lowa-specific or national studies were found
on the crash reduction impacts of gateway signs.

Speed Reduction

No studies were found that have assessed the speed impact of gateway signs.
Examples of Applications

Gateway signs are used extensively in lowa.

Advantages

The main advantages of gateway signs include the following:

e Can be personalized to reflect community identity
e Are aesthetically pleasing
¢ Require minimal maintenance

Disadvantages

The main disadvantages of gateway signs include the following:

e May infringe on the clear zone

Disclaimer

The information in this toolbox is intended to show examples of countermeasures that
have been shown to be effective or that have been evaluated and show promise.
Formal guidance may not be available in the MUTCD, and some countermeasures may

require experimental approval. Descriptions, images, best practices, case studies, etc.,
are examples of use and should not be considered to constitute standards or policies.
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